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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We come to the end of a week where 
we have welcomed the newly elected 
Members of the House, who will join 
the 116th Congress. 

We now approach a week during 
which all Americans will gather to re-
member who we are: a Nation gener-
ously blessed not only by You, our God, 
but by courageous ancestors, faithful 
allies, and the best good wishes of peo-
ple everywhere, people who long for 
freedom, who would glory in the dif-
ficult work of participative govern-
ment, and who do not enjoy the bounty 
we are privileged to possess. 

Bless the Members of this assembly, 
and us all, that we would be worthy of 
the call we have been given as Ameri-
cans. Help us all to be truly thankful 
and appropriately generous in our re-
sponse. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. SHIMKUS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

DRUG PRICES 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, rep-
resenting a rural district in which 
many small towns rely on just one 
pharmacy to access lifesaving drugs 
has made me a believer in the value of 
community pharmacists. I also believe 
in free markets and competition, but a 
healthy market requires transparency 
and a level playing field. 

Unfortunately, based upon my recent 
visits to community pharmacists in 
towns like Golconda, Rosiclare, and 
Carmi, pharmacy benefit managers, 
PBMs, are threatening the solvency of 
these community institutions by using 
complicated formularies that often re-

sult in local pharmacies being reim-
bursed less per prescription than their 
higher volume, big box peers, and di-
rect and indirect remuneration, or 
DIR, fees, which create uncertainty 
and can impose a serious cash flow 
squeeze that too many times forces 
independent pharmacists to close their 
doors or sell their businesses. 

Drug prices are a big issue. We can 
help bring down costs by reducing bar-
riers to drug development and delivery 
while increasing competition through 
transparency that allows everyone to 
compete on a level playing field. 

f 

HONORING HENRY W. COIL, JR. 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Henry W. 
Coil, Jr., a Riverside native and a 
champion of education in the arts. 

Henry has left an indelible legacy as 
a visionary and as a philanthropist who 
loved and supported his community. 
Through his generous and highly suc-
cessful construction work, he helped 
build and restore schools and infra-
structure throughout the Inland Em-
pire in southern California. 

I knew Henry through his love for 
Riverside Community College, which 
he attended before moving on to UC 
Berkeley. At RCC, we worked to estab-
lish a new school for the arts, and it 
was Henry’s philanthropy that helped 
turn this vision into a reality. 

For most of his life, Henry was a suc-
cessful businessman, but his dedication 
to his community set him apart. He 
served briefly on the Riverside City 
Council, and he was a devoted sup-
porter of the Boy Scouts. In fact, he 
even went on to earn the Boy Scouts’ 
Distinguished Eagle Scout Award, rec-
ognizing 50 years of his continued serv-
ice to the Boy Scouts. 
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